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recently, imported mainly from Lancashire. The
result of the destruction of this supplementary in-
dustry was chronic unemployment for millions of
people for half the year, and,, therefore, chronic
starvation.
The average income of an Indian is arf. per day as
against the British average of 41. per day. It should
be understood that in arriving at the average, the
millions oC the millionaires also are taken into
account. It therefore follows that many have no
income at all and that they are living on charity that
is thrown at them.
IIL One result of British rule, therefore, is abject
pauperism. The second is emasculation of a whole
nation. The people's representatives have no share
in real responsibility, and the whole population is
disarmed to such an extent that the villagers are
unable to defend themselves against ferocious beasts,
such as wolves and tigers. And they have no ade-
quate protection against thieves and robbers.
There are in India several organisations whose
object is to free India from this abject condition, and
for that purpose to achieve responsible Government.
By far the oldest, the most effective and popular
organisation of this type is the Indian National Con-
gress, which is nearly fifty years old. It is daily
growing in influence and popularity. Its immediate
object is the attainment of complete independence
through non-violent and truthful means. Any
Indian adult, male or female, above the age of
eighteen years can become a member of this organisa-
tion by signing its creed, and paying four annas per